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Midwest Laredo

Year,

Based in Jackson, Missouri
Opened Laredo facility in 2005, in the Killam
Industrial Park off Mines Road/FM 1472.

2008 85 4.427
2006 157 7805

2007 172 3,686

Emissions Chart £008 218 10,484
s . . s 2009 238 11,358
Midwest Sterilization Corp. - Laredo facility Erer 575 12603

2011 275 12,802

‘ : : 202 277 12,996

Ethylene Oxide E*mlssmns e T e
Data; 2005-2020 2014 354 15,354
2015 413 17,362

*Self-reported data by company 2016 467 14,?{ €4
1.5 Envirormental Protection Agencyts Tosic Beleass laventory (TRI) aci7 471 14,974
2018 431 14,831

2019 540 15,850

2020 5,756

Solirses ilEs: anving el g gov/iacis/nij el faciitics/ #/Raleqse T804S MBWSTI 21 GE
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TOP EMITTERS OF ETHYLENE OXIDE IN THE U.5,, VERSUS STERIGENICS' CLOSED PLANT
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In 2019, Midwest (in red) emitted more
than 16,000 pounds of ethylene oxide
into the air, making it the 2nd largest
emitter in the United States.

in 2019, Willowbrook (in blue), an affluent
suburb of Chicago, shut down the

Sterigenics plant which was smitting less
than 1/3 of what Midwest emits in

| aredo.
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Midwest Sterilization Corp - Laredo

2nd in the U.S.

Among 100+ facilities that emit ethylene oxide.
Source: U.S. EPA, 2019

3rd in the U.S.

Highest Cancer Hazard from air pollution among
15,000+ industrial facilities that report air toxic data
1o EPA's Toxic Release Inventory.

Source: 1.8 EPA, 2019
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In most of Laredo,
EPA data shows that the cancer risk is 1-in-30,000,
much of it driven by Midwest.
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In the immediate area around Midwest Sterilization Corp,
in the Killam Industrial Park and its 200 businesses,
the cancer risk is 1-in-560.

1-in-10,000 cancer risk level conceniration
is measured by continuous exposure
Of st 0.011 ppb ot per billon) or 0.02 1igim3 (microgram per cubic meter)
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ProPublica’s Detailed Map of Cancer-Causing Industrial Air Pollution in the U.S.

2-year analysis of billions of rows of EPA data to map the spread of cancer-causing industrial air
ernissions at the neighborhood level.
(EPA’s target for “acceptable” cancer risk is 1-in-1 million)
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EPA National Ai; Toxics Assessment
(NATA) for Laredo, Texas

U.S. EPA
NATA Cancer Risk Map

2014 data (most recent map)

Laredoans are exposed to a significantly
high volume of EtO emissions, and related
cancer risk levels, which the EPA has
deemed “unacceptable.”

RED area: Census tracis with the highest risk of
developing cancer from air pollution compared to
95-100% other U.S. residents.

Hap Legend

ORANGE areas: Uensiis fracts with Hsks of
developing cancer from air pollution compared to
90859 (dark orange) and 80-90% (ight orange)
other U8 residents

1
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Laredo Schools and Children at Risk

10 Laredo schools rank
in the top 1% of ALL schools in the U.S.
for “Most Air Toxic/Hazardous Air
Pollutants” because of ethylene oxide.

The EPA reports that ethylene oxide
is 30 times more toxic to adults and
60 times more toxic to children
than previously estimated.

Sabee: A Tanskia) Seholt Beise i Polifleal EroficmviBesinrahiins it IRE R ot the L o UlasSaehisers i mbiarst
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Laredo Schools at Hisk ~ top 20

BARBARA FASKEN ELEMENTARY 241.827.06 Ist

RAUL PERALES MIDDLE 14249108

MATHAS DE LEANGO ELEMENTARY

ELIAS HERRERA MIDDLE 110048 68 let

TRAUTMARN ELEMENTARY

10292401

UNITED-MIDDLE £5.906.80

LAREDO CHEACADEMY BEAUTY SCHOOL

COLSANIOS BENAVIDES ELEMENTARY. 7159240

Soutee: AN Taviskiar SeholtDrise UL DR afihe Winnave il Massdihy sites Mimbaisd
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in 2019, the PERI at U Mass published a review of
EPA data focused on school exposure, “Air Toxics
at School”.

In Laredo, Muller ES has an Air Toxic concentration
that is 205 times the national average at schools.
This toxicity is based on EtO pollution.

There are only 24 schools with worse air toxic ranks
in the United States, placing Muller in the top 1%
nationwide for chronic health risk from air
pollution.

94 o1 95 | aredo schools
{public. private, charter. specialty, higher education)
rank in the top 6% of Most Air Toxic schools ih the
.8 based on EXO pollution,
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December 27, 2021
invastigotive Flece by
ProPublica and Texas Tribune
of Midwest Sterlizotion Corp. in Laredo, TX

A Plant That Sterilizes Medical Bquipment Spews
GCancer-Causing Pollution on Tens of Thousands
of Schoolehildren

Nobody told Yanell Ortiz's famidy that the factory they ived near
senifted affiviane oxlde. Not whaen fhe BRA found I causes cancer
Nt when she was diagnosed with leukernia, Snd not when Texas

ooved S alfow polilers o et move of the chemiogl
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